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257 February 2, 1900 

The emigrants seeking transportation here to the United States come 
principally from northern Italy, and are as a rule, clean and intelligent; 
the Poles, Slavonians and Greeks straying this way through Trieste 
and Venice can not be so rated. 

Bespectfully, Eupert Blue, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 

The SURGEON-GENERAL, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

JAPAN. 

Precautions against the spread of plague. 

Yokohama, Japan, December 14, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that bubonic plague still exists in 
the port of Kobe and at Osaka, and more stringent measures and pre- 
cautions have seemed necessary in order to safeguard ports in the United 
States. 

With this in view, I have had conversations with Dr. Stuart Eldridge, 
acting assistant surgeon, U. S. Marine Hospital Service, and attached to 
this consulate-general, and have approved a circular requiring deten- 
tion of steerage passengers, a copy of which I inclose herewith. 
Respectfully, • John F. Gowey, 

Consul- General. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

[Inclosure.J 

Yokohama, Japan, December 14, 1899. 

The spreading of the infection of plague at Kobe and Osaka, beyond the localities at 
first attacked, renders necessary the strict enforcement of the regulations quoted in 
circular from this office of date November 22, 1899. 

All steerage passengers from Hiogo Ken or Osaka Fu, or who, on the way to 
Yokohama have passed through these districts, either by rail or steamer, must undergo 
a detention in Yokohama of fifteen days before sailing for the United States or 
Hawaiian ports, and their baggage, clothing, and persons must be disinfected under the 
direction of this office. 

To secure the enforcement of the foregoing, the passport of every such intending 
passenger by steerage, upon his or her arrival in Yokohama, must be presented at this 
office to be stamped with date of such arrival, or, if not yet in possession of passport, 
a card will be issued certifying to the time of reaching this port. The place of tem- 
porary residence in Yokohama, of such passenger, must also be recorded at this office. 

No plague existing in the neighborhood of Yokohama at the present time, strict 
isolation of passengers subject to the above-mentioned measures is not deemed neces- 
sary, but detention and disinfection will be invariably enforced until farther notice. 
* * * • 

Stuabt Eldridge, M. D.. 
Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 
Concurred in: 

K. Eokkaku, M. D., Sanitary Inspector for Hawaii. 
Approved : 

John F. Gowey, Oonsul-Oeneral of the United States. 
Approved : 

R. W. Irwin, Gonsul-Oeneral for Hawaii. 

Report from Yokohama — Method for exterminating rats. 

Yokohama, Japan, January 2, 1900. 
Sir : In continuance of my record of plague, forwarded December 29, 
and covering the period, December 21 to December 26, 1 have the honor 
to notify you that 2 more cases are reported as having occurred in 
Osaka December 27. 



